
 

New River Tales 
Enfield Council, Face Front Inclusive Theatre and The London Film Foundation (LFF) have 
partnered together to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the completion of a true local 
heritage site, The New River. The project will be working with volunteers and local people to 
produce a fascinating documentary reflecting on the history of the river and people's 
association with it, and producing a new drama with music. 

The New River is 400 years old, and was first built to bring fresh water to residents of 
London.  This new project will bring local people together to celebrate the heritage of the 
New River, learn from it, and use it for recreation and engage people from diverse cultural 
backgrounds who have never been involved in heritage, who are unemployed, with 
disabilities and/or mental health issues, across all ages.  The people who take part will be 
engaged in researching the heritage of the river; undertaking and filming reminiscence 
interviews; bringing heritage to life by making a community history play which will also be 
filmed. The films and historical play will be shown at local events and school assemblies to 
share this rich heritage.   

The fascinating history of the New River is brought alive for family audiences, through an 
original play created by Enfield residents and the professional arts team from Face Front 
Inclusive Theatre. 

Local people of all ages will come together to celebrate 400 years of the New River bringing 
fresh water to London.  They have produced an entertaining and thought-provoking play 
looking at the trials and tribulations of the great builders of the New River, with a whole array 
of captivating characters from the 17th century. The show has something for everyone with 
songs, high drama, movement and poetry as well as comical tales of the river bank with 
adventurous animals and an evil creature catcher!  
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Don’t miss this enthralling living history production at the Autumn show in Enfield Town Park 
on 7th September in the Mayor’s marquee at 12pm, 1.30pm and 2.30pm 

The films, play script, and learning materials will be distributed to schools and Local Archive 
to sustain interest in the heritage for the future.  An interpretation panel will be designed, 
made, and permanently installed by the New River in Enfield to ensure that future visitors 
and local residents can understand and learn from the heritage.     

The project will also draw attention to and raise the profile of the New River as a heritage, 
leisure, and cultural asset that should be more widely used and treasured for its social and 
learning benefits. 

 ‘I never knew anything about the New River and I have been living in Enfield for 
years, it is so interesting to learn about the history and it makes me understand more 
about where I live – I would really like to develop this project’ Anne McGilchrist 
(participant) 

Cllr Bambos Charalambous, Enfield Council’s Cabinet Member for Leisure, Culture, Youth 
and Localism said “Enfield Council is delighted to be giving money and support to this 
worthwhile project. 

“This documentary and play gets local people, some of whom would not have been 
interested in anything like this before, involved in protecting and promoting their heritage, 
now and for generations to come. It is such a wonderful initiative” 

To get involved in filmmaking and or the community play contact: Aziz Khalidi 
(London Film Foundation) on Tel: 07786 014 459 or Tracey Viechweg (Face Front 
Inclusive Theatre) on Tel: 020 8350 3461 

Enquires about the Interpretation of the New River contact: Lorraine Cox, Enfield 
Council Forty Hall & Estate Tel:  020 8363 8196.  

______________________________________________ 

Notes for the Editor 

The New River runs from Hertfordshire through Enfield to Sadler's Wells in Islington.  The 
New River is man-made and was completed in 1613, as the first fresh water course in 
London at a time when the Thames was little more than a sewer.  The history of the New 
River and the man that built it, Myddelton, is important to our understanding of how London 
developed.  Our project will liaise with neighbouring boroughs for research and advice, 
although our activity will be focused on Enfield where a large section of the original historic 
River is visible and accessible to the public.  Our project will also draw attention to and raise 
the profile of the New River as a heritage, leisure, and cultural asset that should be more 
widely used and treasured for its social and learning benefits. 

We have recruited a key group of participants and volunteers; including people with 
disabilities with mental health issues, people from diverse cultural backgrounds, unemployed 
people, those who are living in poverty, working across the generations (From 5 - 80+ years) 
all of whom have not engaged with local heritage before.  



We have talked with key heritage organisations in the area eg The Enfield Society, the New 
River Action Group, Bruce Castle Museum, Enfield Museum Service and Local Archive, The 
Old Enfield Charitable Trust, and the Lee Valley Regional Park Authority who are all very 
supportive of our project.  We have consulted with local Councillors and senior managers in 
Enfield and Haringey to ensure they are aware and support our project.  We have also met 
with Thames Water and they have expressed interest, and have offered to allow us to use 
their archives.  We have met with The Canal & Rivers Trust who are working with the Arts 
Council England to open up access to learning and creativity on British waterways.  They are 
very interested in our project on the basis that we are working with hard to reach groups to 
engage people in heritage.  We believe the contacts with Thames Water, The Canal & 
Rivers Trust, and Lee Valley Regional Park Authority will give us future opportunities to 
extend our work, from this project, to increase public access to the New River.    

Our partnership is made up of three local organisations - Annie Smol and Face Front 
Inclusive Theatre company specialists in engaging diverse and hard to reach groups in 
heritage through writing, movement, and performance; Aziz Khalidi (Project Manager) is an 
experienced Journalist and Film maker, who uses film and writing to engage hard to reach 
young people in local issues that concern them, and issues that they could learn from; and 
Enfield Council who are the owners of the land adjacent to the New River in Enfield Town 
and who take the role of Project Champion.  

Organisation background details: 

Face Front Inclusive Theatre 

Face Front Inclusive Theatre creates original, ground-breaking inclusive theatre with a 
company of disabled and non-disabled artists. The company produces professional, 
entertaining and challenging theatre. Face Front aims are to: 

• Use the arts as a tool for social engagement in all aspects of society. 
• Provide programmes that enable disadvantaged adults and children to 

participate in the arts. 
• Develop productions that explore social issues, raise awareness and enable 

people to engage in the process of change. 
• Create pathways to employment in the arts for disabled and those not 

traditionally involved in the arts. 
 

Face Front Inclusive Theatre has three main areas of work; they are Inclusive theatre for 
touring that takes professional theatre productions on tour nationally. We have a 
participation programme that loos at theatre as a vehicle for change within our immediate 
community and at the grassroots level and we have a programme of work that takes theatre 
into educational settings and our predominant area for this is schools. 

London Film Foundation 

London Film Foundation (LFF) is a London Wide organisation working to promote 
Photography & Documentary Filmmaking talents and innovation in the London Boroughs. A 
single aim links all our work: to encourage, stimulate, promote and support the growth of a 
strong community of Photography & Filmmaking. 



We have been running since 2009 operating as a non-profit organisation. Our presence, our 
activities and our community continue to expand, showing that there is real demand for a 
foundation dedicated to serving the needs of enthusiast Photographers & Filmmakers. 

LFF aim is to lead the way for the young talents and those established and aspiring 
Photographers & Filmmakers to help themselves and their communities. 

Through our unique partnership with Local colleges and film schools, LFF provides a 
combined level of expertise that positions us to collaborate on a range of exciting training in 
the art of photography and film production. In keeping with our mission statement, these 
initiatives are designed to promote talent, diversity and equal opportunities. 

 

 

                


